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Scholarship
honors Buford,
Cloer, Sh ucker

A

challenge to build the library of tomorrow

What challenges do college
l ibraries face in meeting the
needs of faculty and students
who have come to expect access
to the universe of information
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Ask Leighan Roberts

ne of the distinctive features

Rinker, Furman parent and now
a trustee. For I 0 years she and

their faculty and students

of a Furman education is the close,

her husband, Dave, heard their

through the traditional avenue

even life-changing interaction

three children who attended

of adding to their collections.

Furman discuss the needs of the

Today we must invest large sums

between students and mentors,

James B uchanan Duke Library

of money in the purchase of

whether they are professors or

- for space, for new technology,

electronic resources, in the

members of the admini strative or

for a larger collection.

support staff.
For J. Mason Marshall, a 2000
Furman graduate, three men Tom Buford, Louis G. Forgione
Professor of Phi losophy; Tom

Ask Janis Bandel in, director

computers that are needed to
deliver those resources and in

of the l ibrary since 1 996. At

the required technological

opening convocation this fal l ,

infrastructure."

s h e emphasized the importance
of Furman's planned $24 million

She added, "The future of
the library consists of books and

l ibrary expansion. "We need a

bytes - a print and electronic

place that inspires the Furman

environment. It also includes

community to read and reflect

buildings. A place i s required

- a place that is attractive and

where l i brarians can help

comfortable, with spaces for

students find, analyze and

and Harry Shucker, vice president

thinking, studying and leisure

appropriately apply information,

for student services - were

reading," she said. "We need a

where students can confidently

place where students can seek

navigate through the sea of

Cloer, professor of education and
coordinator of special programs;

especially helpful and su pportive
d u ring his years at Furman.
To show their appreciation
to Furman and to the individuals
who had such a profound effect
on Marshall's college education,
members of his family have

the layers of learning that are

information and apply critical

d istinctive in a l iberal arts

thinking skills."

education, where information
fosters knowledge and, finally,
wi sdom."
With this in mind, the
Rinkers have issued a challenge

As the cornerstone of the
$ 1 75 m i l l ion Forever Furman
campaign, the new-look library
will feature :

• A 48,000-square-foot

to Furman alumni. They w i l l

addition, with 23 study rooms

give t o t h e l ibrary $ 1 00 for each

and a 24-hour study area

established a scholarship in honor

person who joins a Furman Fund

equipped with computers.

of Buford, Cloer and Shucker, who

gift society or makes a gift to

have combined to provide 89 years
of service to the u n iversity.
The Buford-Cioer-Shucker
Scholarship Fund recognizes their

Furman by December 3 1 , 2000.
As Leighan Rinker notes, "Dave

• More than 1 50
computers for general use.

• More than 900 seats

and I believe Furman students

with hundreds of network

must have ready access to the

connections available.

w i sdom of the past and the
knowledge of the present if they

• The largest computer lab
on campus, prov iding access to

"outstanding personal assistance

are to make discoveries in the

information throughout the

to, and compassionate support of,

future. A quality library is

world.

Furman students." Priority

essential to a quality university!"
Phil Howard, director of the

To help turn these plans into
reality, The Duke Endowment

consideration for the scholarship

Furman Fund, says, "If 5 ,000

will be given to full-time Furman

alumni make a gift [not just a

the l ibrary, and the Furman

pledge] by December 3 1 , for

board of trustees has assigned

whatever purpose, that means

the l ibrary project top priority

the Rinker Challenge will

in the campaign. The university

students who major in philosophy
and demonstrate financial need.
Marsha l l 's parents, John C.
Marshall Ill and El izabeth Mason

has donated $9.5 million toward

provide $500,000 to expand and

is seeking a naming gift of

renovate the l ibrary."

approximately $7 .5 m i l lion for

To Bandel in, the timing is

the new wing, and various

Marsha l l , and his grand mother,

crucial. For today 's libraries,

groups are being invited to

Dorothy Trout Mason, established

she said, "information tech

support the project.

the scholarship. Marshall, who is

nology is redefining the way we
conduct research, the way we

For more information on
the l ibrary and the Rinker

from Houston, Texas, graduated

teach and the way we learn.

Challenge, contact Phil Howard,

with a degree in philosophy.

University libraries can no longer

director of the Furman Fund, at

meet the information needs of

(864) 294-347 5 .

$1 75 million
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